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Elements of Forensic Medicine, S,-c. 481 

It is divided into four parts, each occupying a volume, viz. 1. Elements of 
forensic medicine. 2. Elements of forensic chemistry. 3. Elements of poli¬ 
tical medicine, and 4. Elements of hygiene. As this division is different from 
that generally adopted, the following definitions of these branches may be 
useful. J 


“Forensic medicine includes all questions in legal medicine, on which ques¬ 
tions the healing art can throw any light” “ Forensic chemistry includes all 
those questions in chemistry which may be called in to aid the laws ” “ Po 
litica medicine includes all those questions which have a bearing on the public" 
health and morals. • Hygiene is that part of the medical art which has a 
peculiar reference to the preservation of health.” 


Although the author gives specious reasons for these classifications of the sub¬ 
jects on which he treats, we cannot agree with him in the necessity for these 
forced divisions of questions so intimately connected. The term medical ju¬ 
risprudence as defined by Paris and Fonblanque, viz. 

“A science by which medicine and its collateral branches are made subser¬ 
vient to the construction, elucidation and administration of the laws, and to the 
preservation of the public health,” includes every thingthat fairly comes within 
the field of medical observation, and the only subdivisions of it that are neces¬ 
sary, are into forensic medicine, including all questions to be solved in aid of 
the Iawsi and political medicine, comprehending a consideration of the policy 
and efficiency of laws and regulations enacted for tile preservation of the public 
health, and physical well being of the community. 

From the condensed character of Professor Martini’s work, it will be impos- 
sible for us to enter into a consideration of its contents in detail, we shall merely 
attempt to give a general view of the manner in which he has treated the vari¬ 
ous questions with such observations as have occurred in turning over the 


The first part or that treating on forensic medicine is divided into nine chap¬ 
ters or books. The first has reference to the science generally, and the 
duties of a medical witness. The second is devoted to the consideration of the 
intricate subject of insanity, under which head the author includes many states 
of the body and mind which can scarcely be considered as appertaining to it, 
as hydrophobia, death by lightning and cold, &c. Book third is taken up with 
oascrvations on a class of questions, which though they may become the sub- 
jects of legal investigation in Italy, can never occupy a court of justice in this 
countin'; these are miracles, demoniacs, soothsayers, &c. Book fourth treats 
on feigned or simulated diseases, or rather on simulation and dissimulation, the 
first of which is defined, to be the feigning of what does not exist; and the 
alter the concealment of what really exists. This chapter contains much va¬ 
luable information, and is deserving of attention. The fifth book is on genera¬ 
tion, and includes a consideration of those points which though they may be- 
come the subject of legal investigation, are not of a criminal nature. The sixth 
book is devoted to wounds and their consequences; and the seventh to poisons 
generally. In the eighth the author considers those crimes which have a re¬ 
ference to generation, as fmticide, &c. whilst the ninth treats of violent deaths 
from other causes than wounds or poisons, including also the subject of survi¬ 
vorship. 
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Hie plan, and we are therefore sorry to find that Professor Martini has commit¬ 
ted some most glaring errors as respects the colours of some precipitates. 

The fourth book is on antidotes, the best of which the author most justly ob¬ 
serves, is the elimination of the poisonous agent from the stomach, after this 
has been done, the proper antidote may be administered. A list of these is 
given, of the value of most of which there can be no doubt, there are others, 
however, admitted, which are worse than useless; thus the alkaline sulphurets’ 
supr and water, and powdered charcoal are given as antidotes for arsenious 
acid; when it is well known that no dependence can be placed on any one of 
them against this virulent substance. 

The fifth book is devoted to the consideration of chemico-legal questions, 
not appertaining to toxicology; as the mode of verifying spots of blood, See. 

The third volume treats on political medicine, which as we have already 
stated, the author considers as distinct from hygiene, though we must confess 
tve cannot perceive the difference, it is true that if we admit the extended li- 
mits he has assigned to it, there can be no doubt, that it could not be included 
in that science; thus the chapter on crimes and punishments certainly does not 
belong to hygiene, nor do we think does this subject appertain to political me- 
ilicine. 

As we have extended this article to a greater length than was intended, we 
will merely add that the volume on hygiene contains much valuable informa¬ 
tion, mingled, however, with some superstitious and contracted dogmas which 
are unworthy of the talents and standing of the author. 

The work will amply repay an attentive perusal, and although parts of it are 
superfluous and defective, it is, as a whole, highly creditable to the author. 
A translation of the portion of it on forensic chemistry, with some additions 
and corrections would be a valuable addition to our medical literature. 

B. E. G. 


XX. Pathological Anatomy. Illustrations of the Elementary Forms of Disease. 

By Bobeut CxnswEii, M. D. Professor of Pathological Anatomy in the 

University of London, &c. &c. Fasciculus first, Tubercle. London, 1833. 

Since the year 1674, when the first special treatise on pathological anatomy, 
written by Bartholin, made its appearance, the attention of the profession has 
been more or less directed to the investigation of this interesting science. The 
valuable works of Morgagni, Bichat, Broussais, Cruvcilhier, Baillie, &c. bear 
ample testimony to the industry and talent with which the study has been pro¬ 
secuted. Not deterred by this host of authorities, who have almost, as it were, 
established boundaries to pathological research, Dr. Carswell, Professor of Pa'- 
thological Anatomy in the University of London, has within a few months past, 
ventured to commence the publication of his views of elementary disease, and 
judging from the specimen which we have seen, the work promises to prove 
as interesting and instructive as any one with which in modern times the 
science has been enriched. It will consist of twelve royal quarto fasciculi, a 
fasciculus to be issued every two months, until the whole is completed, each 
one of which will embrace remarks upon one or more diseases, accompanied 
by coloured lithographic plates of the same. The classification of his sabjects 
seems to us to be peculiarly happy, and it is in this particular point that most 


